
/IRA Journals: Simply the Best

If you’re an educator of children up to age 12, � e Reading Teacher is the 
source for practical, evidence-based teaching ideas that will enhance your 
classroom practice and help you to meet the needs of all your students. 

Are you looking for tools to help you motivate adolescent students 
to become engaged and active readers? You’ll fi nd the eff ective 
instructional techniques to help students 12 and older become successful 
readers in the Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy. 

� e leading research journal in the fi eld, Reading Research Quarterly is 
essential reading for those committed to scholarship on literacy among 
learners of all ages.

Add a journal to your IRA membership and get the 
latest tools and techniques delivered to your mailbox 
or your desktop! /

/
Why Two Are Better � an One...

You’re a member of a council chartered by the International Reading Association. Congratulations! 
Your valuable council membership provides support, mentoring, and local professional development 
opportunities that enrich your teaching practice and enhance your professional experience.

So you might be wondering…why join IRA?

Like you, IRA recognizes the important role our network of councils and affi  liates play in the professional 
development of literacy educators across the country and around the world. We understand how valuable 
your council membership is to you.

When it comes to value, two professional memberships are even better than one.

When you also join IRA, you’ll gain access to the wealth of professional resources, members-only benefi ts, 
and incomparable networking opportunities that come with membership in the world’s leading organization 
of literacy professionals.

Support and enrichment close to home through your council…Cutting-edge resources and a global network 
of literacy professionals through IRA.

Join IRA today and you’ll see why two memberships really are better than one. //
/Teaching the World to Read

Join now at www.reading.org/invitationtojoin
Use the discount code COUNCIL10 to save $10!
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To Join the International Reading Association...

Connect…To a vibrant, global community of 
literacy professionals

g  Network with members of other councils and affi  liates, experts in the 
literacy fi eld, and bestselling authors at IRA’s Annual Convention. 
Members receive discounts up to $110—saving you much more than the 
cost of an annual membership!

g  Choose from 40 special interest groups to explore issues with 
professionals who share your interests.

g  Support literacy programs all over the world. Join our advocacy eff orts, 
volunteer for a literacy project, or explore leadership opportunities in the 
Association.

g  Exchange ideas with your peers online through IRA’s social media 
communities on Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter.

Join now at www.reading.org/invitationtojoin

/To Join the International Reading Association...

Access…To a wealth of cutting-edge professional development resources 
and the latest literacy news will keep you at the top of your profession.
g  Discover the latest research, evidence-based practices, and practical teaching 

techniques in our peer-reviewed journals. Online journal access is available free 
with your print subscription!

g  Expand your knowledge with the broad selection of professional development 
sessions off ered at our annual convention.

g  Save 20% on IRA’s literacy-focused books and videos. Or, join the IRA Book 
Club and save up to 30% off  member prices on nine of our newest titles.

g  Keep up with literacy news from around the world and learn about IRA’s latest 
activities and advocacy eff orts in Reading Today, our bimonthly newspaper.

g  Find creative classroom ideas in our monthly, members-only e-newsletter, 
IRA Inspire.

g  And…access other members-only benefi ts including IRA-sponsored discount 
off ers on insurance products including professional liability insurance.

/
Join now at www.reading.org/invitationtojoin
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Now comes the hard part
Quality assessments, professional development are needed to buttress Common Core State Standards

There’s some good news for educa-

tion reform in America with the re-

lease of the latest draft of the com-

mon core standards, but there’s more 

“heavy lifting” to be done, according 

to Kathryn H. Au, president of the 

International Reading Association 

(IRA).
 IRA is continuing its call for a 

“complete package” in the nation’s 

efforts to raise students’ literacy 

achievement. The draft K–12 Com-

mon Core State Standards “show 

strong progress toward the necessary 

first component—rigorous goals for 

student performance,” Au said. The 

heavy lifting comes with the other 

two components needed: “assess-

ments to monitor students’ progress 

toward these goals, and professional 

development that enables teachers to 

provide students with the needed in-

struction.” In 2009, the National Governors 

Association (NGA) Center for Best 

Practices and the Council of Chief 

State School Officers (CCSSO) said 

they were setting out to devise a “sin-

gle set of clear educational standards 

for English language arts and math-

ematics that states can share and 

voluntarily adopt.” The standards re-

leased March 10 comprise three main 

sections: a K–5 section and two con-

tent area–specific sections for grades 

6–12, one in English language arts 

and one in history/social studies and 

science. Each section is divided into 

reading, writing, speaking and lis-

tening, and language strands. There 

are three appendixes that outline re-

search in support of the standards, 

illustrative texts, and samples of stu-

dent writing. The K–12 standards are supposed 

to build upon the goals articulated in 

the college and career-readiness stan-

dards released last year, according to 

Dane Linn, director of the NGA Cen- The expertise of the classroom teacher is the most important factor in boosting student 

achievement, research shows. A set of common standards can be a tool that assists 

teachers teaching and students learning.

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 4

NAEP data show little change
Fourth-grade reading scores are flat; eighth-grade scores show slight

Reading scores for U.S. fourth grad-

ers over the last two years have re-

mained flat, while scores for eighth 

graders edged up a point, accord-

ing to results released on March 24 

by the 2009 National Assessment of 

Educational Progress (NAEP), also 

known as The Nation’s Report Card.
“The lack of progress reflected in 

the NAEP reading results is disap-

pointing, of course, but not unex-

pected,” said Kathryn H. Au, presi-

dent of the International Reading 

Association. “The NAEP reading as-

sessment is a well-designed and de-

manding test, likely to reveal weak-

nesses in student performance.”  
This latest assessment is based 

on a new framework developed by 

the National Assessment Govern-

ing Board that differs from the 1992 

reading assessment and assessments 

through 2007. The 2009 framework 

//JJoin IRA to
Enhance your teaching...
        Achieve your goals...
                   and
                    � rive...

/We know that times are tough right now, but in 
this uncertain economy it is more important than ever to have resources and 
connections that will help you to achieve your career goals.

So for a limited time we’re inviting IRA council members to join as individual members of IRA 
for a very special price. Join by October 15, 2010, and we’ll give you…

$10 off  your IRA membership!
� at’s a $10 savings you can apply to your IRA council membership dues. 

Order online at www.reading.org/invitationtojoin and enter discount code COUNCIL10 where 
prompted. To order by phone call 1-800-336-7323 and mention COUNCIL10. Or, return the 
enclosed reply card with your payment in the postage-paid envelope provided.  /
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